
Motions to Council 25 November 2020 

Chief Executive’s accompanying notes  

Motion 867  Highways trees maintenance  

Proposed by Cllr Jeremy Hilton 

Seconded by Cllr Bernie Fisher 

 

This Council agrees that highway trees are an important part in 

tackling the climate emergency, great for increasing biodiversity 

and they make both urban and rural street scenes more 

attractive.  

However, it is important that the trees along the highway 

receive proper maintenance to keep them in a healthy and safe 

condition, and ensure they remain a positive addition to their 

neighbourhoods.   

 

This Council notes that its resources for maintaining the 

highway network’s trees are inadequate. 

 

This Council therefore, calls on the Cabinet Member for 

Highways and Flood to prepare a report in time for budget 

setting to show he can enhance the highway tree maintenance 

service by at least 100% and how GCC can significantly 

increase the total number of highway network trees to 

contribute towards the new 35 million trees commitment. 

 

Climate change 

implications 

Trees in urban areas help to reduce the urban heat island 

effect, providing shade, improving air quality, improving 

biodiversity and improving people’s mental and physical health 

and wellbeing.  However, highway trees must be carefully 

located so as not to damage other infrastructure or become a 

hazard, especially in extreme weather and/or if they are not 

resilient to changing climate. 

 

Resource 

implications  

The 20/21 budget for maintaining the existing highway 
network’s trees is £230k per year and this includes planting 
between 180-200 new trees at an average cost of £50 each. 
 

Human rights 

implications 

The Council’s highway tree maintenance service is delivered 

through a contract. Therefore, there are no direct HR issues 

from a GCC perspective. 

 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

None directly arising from this motion  

 

 

 



Motion 868 

 

Motion 868 - ‘Planning for the Future’ White Paper  

Proposed by Cllr Nigel Robbins 

Seconded by Cllr Ben Evans 

 

This Council notes that: 

 The Government consultation on the ‘Planning for the 

Future’ White Paper has recently closed. 

 The proposals would radically alter the existing planning 

system for all seven of Gloucestershire’s councils. 

 The changes have been opposed by the all-party Local 

Government Association, currently led by Conservative 

Councillors, along with many other interest groups.  

 

This Council resolves to ask the Chief Executive and County 

Council leader to write to the county’s six MPs to raise strong 

opposition to the proposed changes in the White Paper, and to 

request a delay in the publication of the proposals until further 

consultation has been held with the public, Local Authorities 

and planning professionals.   

 

The letter must include, but not be limited to, the following 

objections:  

 The presumption in favour of outline planning approval 

within 'growth' and 'renewal' areas removes democratic 

oversight and public scrutiny. 

 The new method for establishing housing requirement 

figures would mean some districts will be overwhelmed 

by the new housing. 

 Changes to the affordable housing quotas would 

significantly diminish the amount of social rent and 

affordable housing built in Gloucestershire. 

 The time-scale of thirty months for producing a Local 

Plan is unrealistic. 

 

Climate change 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion 

 

Resource 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion  

Human rights 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

None directly arising from this motion  

  



Motion 869 Child food poverty 

Proposed by Cllr Colin Hay 

Seconded by Cllr Paul Hodgkinson 

 

This Council: 

 Believes that it is shameful that children still go hungry in 

the UK. 

 Commends the initiative of Manchester United footballer 

Marcus Rashford who has successfully campaigned on 

school holiday hunger and has recently formed a 

taskforce with some of the UK’s leading food retailers 

and charities to help reduce child food poverty. 

 Notes that this taskforce has called upon the government 

to fund three policy recommendations from the National 

Food Strategy to end child food poverty for good: 

o The expansion of free school meals to every child 

from a household on Universal Credit or 

equivalent, reaching an additional 1.5m children 

aged seven to 16 

o The expansion of holiday food and activities to 

support all children on free school meals, reaching 

an additional 1.1m children 

o Increasing the value of the Healthy Start vouchers 

from £3.10 to £4.25 per week and expanding it to 

all those on Universal Credit or equivalent, 

reaching an additional 290,000 children under the 

age of four and pregnant women 

 
This Council concurs with the conclusion of the taskforce in 

calling upon the Government to immediately fund these 

recommendations, and resolves to ask the Chief Executive to 

write to: 

 Mr Marcus Rashford commending him for his initiative 

and offering this Council’s support for his work. 

 The Chancellor of the Exchequer calling upon him to 

fund these three recommendations, as a matter of great 

urgency. 

 Our six local MPs, chastising them for their recent 

votes/abstentions, and asking them to make urgent 

representations to the Chancellor on this issue. 

 

Climate change 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications 

Gloucestershire County Council has received £558k 

(Emergency Assistant Grant), £1,508k (COVID Winter Grant 

scheme) and set aside £200k as a hardship fund from the 

general COVID grant. These funds should cover the cost of 



providing the support proposed and processes are in place to 

receive applications and distribute the funding to families.   

     

Human rights 

implications  

None directly arising from this motion 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

 

None directly arising from this motion 

 

  



Motion 870 Equalities 

Proposed by Cllr Lesley Williams 

Seconded by Cllr Kate Haigh 

 

This Council has committed to do all it can to understand and 

address the systematic prejudices, barriers and biases that 

affect the lives of Black and Asian Minority Ethnic people. That 

this Council commits to undertaking an equalities audit when 

services are designed and commissioned to remove access 

barriers for all groups with protected characteristics.  

 

That this Council investigate adopting the Rooney Rule. This 

would ensure that Black Asian and Minority Ethnic people are 

always short listed and interviewed when middle and senior 

management vacancies occur. 

 

Climate change 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion  

Resource 

implications 

The dedicated officer time needed to research and implement 

this policy would need to be found from within existing staffing 

resources. There are no other resource implications 

 

Human rights 

implications  

There is already a requirement for us to undertake an impact 
assessment in line with the requirements of the Equality Act 
2010 when we make policy changes including those that impact 
service provision. 
 
With regard to the Rooney Rule, there would be a need for 

dedicated officer time for staff within HR, Legal Services, Policy, 

Performance & Governance to undertake the necessary 

research, analyse the findings and report on practicality and 

likely impact. The Council’s current practice is for applicants to 

be shortlisted against the essential requirements for the post in 

terms of professional qualifications and experience. 

Consultation on such a proposal would also be required with all 

of the Council’s recognised trade unions. 

 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

 

None directly arising from this motion 

 

 


